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Culture as a component of the European Union economy is not
yet noticed neither of the policy, nor of the economy or the
population as innovative and creative growth engine
sufficiently - and leads therefore a „shadowy existence „

3 Observations

Cultural economy/Creative Industries gets in the European 
Union  an increasingly more successful lobby in 2006-2009

The „Cultural economy/CI - Community" was a closed shop, 
which opens starting from 2007 outward







Reports in the EU about cultural economy (excerpt) 
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EU-Cultural reports 2001 & 2006







The „cultural sector“



The „creative sector“



Definitions to be known...

Cultural Economy

Creative Industries

Cultural Class

NACE (Eurostat)
(Nomenclature statistique des Activités économiques dans la Communauté Européenne)

ISCO-88
(International Standard Classification of Occupations)

XXX



Dates & Facts in the EU

5,885 Mio. people employed in the EU
= 3,1 % of the total persons employed in the EU

654 Billion € turn-over
= Place 3 of the economic sectors of the European Union 

Innovations from the Creative Industries are a 
growth engine for the economy of the European Union 

Above average high level of education and education of 
the content workers in the culture economy
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Recommendations

Installation of an EU-wide Cultural network (ECN)
(ECN = European Culture Network)

EIB – Credit Facilities

EU-Fonds 2007-2013 shold be used efficiently for CI!

Interreg-Programmes in cross-border regions should
Include culture budgets!

Integrating of the different Lobbies/interest groups of the
„Culture Community“ and insiders within the EU

Creation of the EU-wide Cultural Fonds Picasso 
(by decision of EU Parlament + Commission)



European Culture Network – Goals

Establishing cross-border cooperations with enterprises and 
institutions who are active in the Creative Industries

Establish and support the European Culture Network

Strengthen the Creative Industries labour market in the EU 25+ 
in the sense of the Lisbon Strategy creating an information society
for growth and employment

A valid definition for the Creative Industries in  the EU 25+

Improving the statistical survey in the EU 25+ 

Improving the popularity of Creative Industries in the private sector
by the ECN-Web-page to receive better grants



Map: Possible ECN advisors in Europe 



European Culture Network – Set-Up

Internetportal ECN-online with administration through DG EAC
-with job-offers
-with ranking of Creative Industries in the EU 25+

Set-Up a network structure with ECN-consultants in each 
country of the EU 25+

1 ECN consultant per 10 million inhabitants, max. 5 per country
( 100 ECN-consultants in the EU 25+)

Conference the ECN-award every 2 years in 3 categories:
-most innovative product
-exemplary enterprise
-cross-border and transnational cooperations



Americans for the Arts – best practices

Yearly statistics about the importance of the Creative Industries are
upraised and clearly presented by a third party research institute

Unitary definition for the Creative Industries in the industrial area of
the United States, which is also used by the politics and industries

Unitary statistical survey for all states of the United States

Americans for the Arts is financed by public and private resources



Americans for the Arts – Definition



Americans for the Arts – Scope & Size



Americans for the Arts – State ranking



1. DATES 2. GOALS 3. TOOLS

§ 151 EU-Treaty as legal base

2007-13 Culture Programme voted
12/2006

-Lissabon Agenda includes Cultural
Economy/Digital Industries

„Cultural Diversity“ is part of the
EU/UNESCO Agenda

European year 2008 of „Intercultural
Dialogue“ needs projects like ECN

Basis reporting of Digital Cultural
activities/statistics available by the member
states

Cultural Economy/Creative Industries = 
innovative job motor for EU30

Most enterprises are Micro- + SME‘s = 
offer the main work force

Digital Culture is a steady growing
economical sector + content deliverer for
related branches

Financed by EAC + Private Digital 
Industry (Cost minimization/self sustaining)

Promote + Strengthen the Digital 
Culture/Economy in the EU30

Mobility of people and works
Creating the Cultural Information Society 

for growth + employment
Identify + inform (Ranking) about the latest

trends + successes in the Digital Culture
•new innovative sectors
•new job-descriptions + training
•self-sustaining cultural projects

Development of reliable data base =
„EU Creativity Indicator“

Realise Lissabon via ECN networking
Making "the EU the world's most dynamic

and competitive economy" by 2010 

Realise + integrate the target groups of the
„12 sectors Cluster“ of the study ecocult 06

Support + initialise transnational + cross 
border cooperation within the EU30

Maximise the use of EIB and EIF financial
instruments in favour of the „creative class“

Boost R&D spending by governments, 
enterprises and universities in ICT industries

Culture promotes European Integration
Culture and innovation = attracting

investments, creative talents & tourism
Strengthen Cultural Tourism & Heritage = 

one of EU most successful industries

ECN is the EAC network for Digital 
Culture

100 ECN-desks and 100 ECN-advisers in 
EU30

EAC (deciding body) & Administrator 
(acting body)

Bi-annual Eurostat Culture report (NACE)
EU27 Transfer of good practice

Curriculum for advanced continous training
of the ECN-advisers (EAC&Admin.)

4. TO  DO‘s

Time-table
Tasks & Specification book

Pre-Examination including institution
building proposals

Job Submission for Pre-Examination

Sponsoring Possibilities

Create an ECN dummy

ECN  European Culture Network -- Meeting 15.1.2007  EAC  BrusselsEuropean
Culture
Network

2007

ECN  Kick-Off

2008

Start Up

2009-...

Running

ECN – European Culture Network – Proposal for Realization



2. GOALS

Promote + Strengthen the Digital 
Culture/Economy in the EU30

Mobility of people and works
Creating the Cultural Information Society 

for growth + employment
Identify + inform (Ranking) about the latest

trends + successes in the Digital Culture
•new innovative sectors
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•self-sustaining cultural projects

Development of reliable data base =
„EU Creativity Indicator“

Realise Lissabon via ECN networking
Making "the EU the world's most dynamic

and competitive economy" by 2010 

Realise + integrate the target groups of the
„12 sectors Cluster“ of the study ecocult 06

Support + initialise transnational + cross 
border cooperation within the EU30

Maximise the use of EIB and EIF financial
instruments in favour of the „creative class“
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Culture promotes European Integration
Culture and innovation = attracting

investments, creative talents & tourism
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one of EU most successful industries
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2007
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Start Up
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Running

ECN – European Culture Network - Realization
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